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Red Bird Report 
July 2019 

 

           

 

 July is the month in which we celebrate our Independence…on the 4
th
...with fireworks and 

food. I found it of interest to read some thoughts by an American, before we were Americans. 

  

 A letter to a friend in London, 1774 

 Tell our good friend, Dr. Price, not to be in any pains for us, [because I remember he 
had his doubts] we are all firm and united. As I know he is a great calculator I will give him 
some data to work with: ministry [England’s colonial ministry] have made a campaign here, 
which has cost two million, they have gained a mile of ground; they have lost half of it back 
again, they have lost fifteen hundred men, and killed one hundred and fifty Yankees. In the 
meantime we have between sixty and seventy thousand children born. Ask him how long it 
will take for England to conquer America. 

       Benjamin Franklin 

 

 In July we not only celebrate Independence Day on the 4
th
, but also on the 27

th
 National Ko-

rean War Veterans Armistice Day. In addition July is the anniversary of The National Mall on the 
16

th
, two National Monuments on the 6

th
 and 12

th
 as well as three National Parks on the 8

th
, 24

th
 and 

31
st
. The birthstone of the month is the Ruby which also stands for Freedom.  

 If interested in the Lake Toxaway Meet & Greet Casual Thursday Social every Thursday con-
tact Bob Cowan at ltmgcts@aol.com.   

From the wonderful world of politics: 

“The president has kept all the promises he intends to keep”  

  Clinton aide George Stephanopolous 

“That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by a jackass, and I’m just the one to 
do it!” 

  A congressional candidate in Texas 

And finally… 

“Smoking kills. If you’re killed, you’ve lost a very important part of your life.” 

  Brooks Shields 

Be well! 

Do good work! 

Be kind to each other! 

 

Don Molitor 

mailto:ltmgcts@aol.com
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 The Board has a schedule to lower the Lake approximately every five years. This permits 
maintenance on the dam, the construction and repair of seawalls and docks and other jobs which 
are facilitated by a lowering of the lake. We lowered the Lake in 2011-2012 and again in winter of 
2016-2017. However, based upon the recommendations of Terracon, our consultant which annually 
inspects the dams on Lake Cardinal and Lake Toxaway, the Board has decided to lower Lake Tox-
away approximately six feet this year. Weather permitting, the lowering will start after Thanksgiving 
and we anticipate that we can refill the lake in February after these repairs have been made. 

 As Hurricane Florence approached last September, AGM tried to open the drain gate on 
Lake Toxaway. However, after several attempts, the valve could not be opened. 

 On January 8 & 9
 
of this year, an inspection of the gate valve tower found that the steel 

beams supporting the tower were badly corroded and had bent during the attempt to open the 
valve.   

 Terracon prepared bid drawings and documents detailing the required work to repair the 
gate valve tower and a contractor will be chosen to perform this work.  Most of the work will be 
done with the Lake at full pool, but Terracon recommends that the top of the tower be painted to 
inhibit corrosion. The painting requires the lowering of the Lake approximately six feet. 

 In addition to the repair of the gate valve tower, there is some loss of joint material on the 
outlet spillway culvert slab from Lake Cardinal. The location of the joints is downstream of the cen-
terline of the dam. This means that the water from Lake Toxaway backs up into the culvert and sub-
merges the joints to be investigated. To properly inspect and repair these joints, Lake Toxaway 
must be lowered. 

 With the work this year, the next schedule lowering will in in 2024-2025, back to the five year 
schedule. 

 Incidentally, Terracon first inspected the dams in 1999. The inspector commented that the 
condition of the dams has improved significantly and said that he uses Lake Toxaway as a model of 
well-maintained dams. 

  

Lowering of the Lake Scheduled in 2019-2020 

Music on the Mountain 

Bryan Bobo performing  

Americana, Red Dirt Country and Classic Rock 

Saturday, July 13 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Meadows Pavilion 

Potluck style: bring a dish to share with your friends and neighbors! 
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Lake Toxaway Nature Park  

held its grand opening... 

  

Lake Toxaway Charities... 
 

conducted 2 successful Volunteer Service Fairs in May and June to intro-
duce Lake Toxaway residents to the over 40 agencies that Lake Toxaway 
Charities supports in Transylvania County.  The objective of the Fairs was 

to allow homeowners to hear and meet the agency directors and discuss volunteer needs for 
the homeless, hungry, sexually abused women and their children and the medically and edu-
cationally deprived in Transylvania County.  We will conduct another Volunteer Fair in June 
2020.  

 If you have any questions, please call Mary Anne or Bob Hamilton 828-883-9448 

To see the agencies that Lake Toxaway Charities supports, click here  Lake Toxaway Charities  

 

 

https://laketoxawaycharities.org/our-programs/
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Saturday July 6, 2019 the Lake Toxaway Community Center is planning a very special 
Heritage Day Program to recognize and honor all VETERANS and their families. Our plans in-
clude having reenactment groups set up on our large playing field setting up on Friday after-
noon and camping there overnight. The Carolina Military Museum has plans to set up displays 
in our smaller community center building Saturday morning and at 1 PM there will be a major 
program in the large Lake Toxaway Community Center building to recognize the 89 soldiers 
who lost their lives while serving on active duty. 
  
            We will have on a short auditorium program that will include the Transylvania County 
Honor Guard,a few speakers and special music. After the auditorium program we plan for each 
soldier to have a table spot to display information specific to him and his service record. We are 
encouraging family members to bring special items for their soldier and to sit at his table and 
visit with our guests. This will give the guests an opportunity to meet the families and to express 
their gratitude for his service to our country. We are hoping they will bring shadowboxes, pho-
tos, personal items that give the guests an opportunity to see up close and to be able to ask 
questions.  
  

My personal experiences while writing the book have given me a very different attitude 
toward ALL MILITARY personnel! I have had the opportunity to see items that I would never 
have noticed in a museum. I have held classified letters mailed to parents, seen telegrams (that 
is a foreign word in our internet society), held medals and ribbons awarded to the soldiers, read 
personal letters written by the soldiers to their loved ones and the list goes one. Most of all I be-
came aware of just how each death has affected each family and that grief and loss is still very 
real to the families 75 plus years later.  

  
Unfortunately a large number of these soldiers have no relatives in our area. Some of 

our soldiers were employed in Transylvania County and enlisted or were drafted from Transyl-
vania County therefore we have the honor to claim them as our soldiers. Others that were truly 
our native sons have no relatives living in the area today. I am asking for individuals to adopt a 
soldier on the list and to sit with his information. If you have medals, ribbons, helmets, military 
items, etc. that you would be willing to bring and share with the guests please contact Jan. This 
will give the guests an opportunity to see military items up close and to be allowed to ask ques-
tions. Museums do not give this question and answer opportunity. 
  

Please let your head and your heart guide you in the direction of Lake Toxaway Commu-
nity Center July 6, 2019 to show your gratitude to these soldiers and bring your neighbors to 
meet our Transylvania men who sacrificed their lives for our freedom. 
  
 Jan C. Plemmons 
966-9288     904-557-1898 

Lake Toxaway Community 

Center Heritage Day   

Saturday July 6, 2019  
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4th of July 

 We hope that everyone has a happy and enjoyable holiday, and with your help, it can 

be. Please refrain from the use of personal fireworks. Anything that flies up in the air or 

goes “boom” is illegal in North Carolina, and we also have a rule for Lake Toxaway Estates. 

Each year around the country, many homes are damaged and people are injured from the 

use of fireworks. We will have a wonderful show at the Country Club that should satisfy 

everyone seeking to see fireworks. If you plan to be on the lake, make sure that you are fa-

miliar with the regulations and state laws, and check your lights if you plan to be out after 

dark. 

 

Bears 

 The bears are moving, but they have not been a real nuisance this year. While we 

have a few reports of sightings, there have been no reports of major damage or aggressive-

ness. They will still seek your trash or birdfeeders if they can smell them, trying to find an 

easy meal. 

 

DID YOU KNOW???? 

 If you need a jump start for your car that our security team can do that and you won’t 

have to wait for your motor club to send someone from far away… 

 If you lock yourself out of your car that on weekdays our policeman can get into your car 

without having to call a locksmith or wait on the motor club… 

 If you are gone for the season or even for a week, our security team will check on your 

home during that period… 

We strive to help in any way that we reasonably can, and we are just a phone call away at 

828-989-0508 for the officer on duty 24 hrs. a day. Please keep in mind that out cellular ser-

vice is not always prime in this area, so you may have to leave a voicemail that the officer 

will get upon return of a signal. 
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 Since its creation two-plus years ago, the committee has worked at 
providing a comprehensive plan for the 16 common areas and front en-
try.  This past year has seen that endeavor come to fruition as several target-
ed sites now feature vast improvement through renovation and restructure.    

 Alex Smith Garden Design, the professional landscape firm that was 
chosen to bring to the community a new level of excellence, has envisioned 
and now installed a classically elegant and cohesive design.  Most notably, the 
Cold Mountain Rd entrance and T-junction intersection reflect a unified char-
acter and sophisticated 
signage.  

 Common Areas Design and Landscape  

Cold Mountain Rd Entrance 

 

T-Junction Intersection 
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Cynthia Heald challenges women to live more intentionally.  Her 

study, “Becoming a Woman of Simplicity” delves into experienc-

ing the freedom necessary to live the confident lives that God 

intended.  

Focusing on discussion, this study is meant to equip and em-

power you to learn to discern God’s voice in the energy-draining 

clutter of busyness. 

We will meet each Monday at 1:00 PM in the LTCC Dining room through August. 

We hope you can join us! 

Leslie Brown, 828-862-3287 Diane Roberts, 828-884-7746 

LAKE TOXAWAY BOAT JAM 2019 

 

Click on the video link to view the incredible 
video 

Video 

https://vimeo.com/344239951
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