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Message from the LTCA Board President - Robb Turner 

 

Happy Fall to All! 
 
  
This issue of the Red Bird Report contains two articles to which all LTE property owners should pay  
particular attention. 
 
  
One regards the necessity for property owners to receive ARB approval for any “improvements” that you 
would like to make within the right of way between your property and the adjacent road. These rights of 
way are owned by LTCA and exist for multiple safety, drainage, and utility access reasons. Property 
owner landscaping including driveway connections may not impede the functions of the rights of way, 
including visibility, motorist and pedestrian safety, and drainage of the roads. 
  

 
The second regards runoff of nutrients and contaminants 
into our drainage ways, streams, and the lakes. Such    
nutrients and contaminants contribute to stress of our 
aquatic ecosystems, including to the health of our lake 
fisheries. The Board of Directors is considering rules   
regarding control of nutrients and contaminants. In the     
meantime there are some “best practices” that property 
owners can follow. 
  
 
As our community further develops, issues of road safety, 
storm runoff, and nutrient and contaminant stresses to our 
ecosystems will continue to increase. Please help to  
maintain our interrelated natural and human systems in 
order to protect the environment that we all have come 
here for! 
 
  
- Robb Turner 

Red Bird Report 
October 2021 
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LTE Property Owner Landscaping Along Roadsides 

There recently has been a spate of instances of unapproved and inappropriate landscaping by property 
owners along LTE roadsides that have caused owners unnecessary aggravation and expense. 

Most of our LTE roads are built (though often not centered) within 60’ rights of way, owned by LTCA. 

These rights of way exist to allow for road safety (for example, visibility around corners, room for evasive 
maneuvers if needed, space for temporary off-road contractor parking), road drainage, snow removal, 
storm cleanup, and utilities overhead (including poles) and underground (including roadside utility/
transformer boxes). The boundaries of these rights of way are shown in detail on subdivision plats and  
property surveys, recorded in county records and possibly rolled up in your closet. They also are indicated 
by surveyor’s pins in the ground on your property boundary along the road. 

ANY landscaping of the right of way between your property line and the road edge REQUIRES APPROVAL 
from LTCA. (See Section 9.2 of the Bylaws of Lake Toxaway Community Association, Inc.) 

Landscaping within the road right of way should be sensitive to the purposes of the rights of way           
described above and include these rules or standards: 

1. No plantings or construction tall enough to impede visibility are allowed within 8 feet of the roadway. 
This is especially an issue on the insides of curves or other blind spots. No mirrors that have been        
installed to aid traffic visibility should be blocked. Remember that PLANTS GROW! ANY homeowner 
plantings must be kept trimmed away from the roadside to allow visibility for drivers and pedestrians. If 
property-owner landscaping is not kept trimmed, LTCA contractors will do so and the owner charged. 

2. No curbs, walls, fences, pillars, vegetation, or other “hard” objects that could inhibit vehicle or          
pedestrian evasive maneuvers to avoid other vehicles or pedestrians, proper drainage, snow removal, 
utility installation/maintenance, or temporary contractor parking should be installed within 8 feet of 
the roadway. The only “hard” objects within the right of way should be your mailbox, utility poles and 
boxes, and guard rails or rocks installed to safeguard steep roadside drop-offs. USPS guidelines for    
mailbox installation state “The best mailbox supports are stable but bend or fall away if a car hits them.” 

3. Nothing that prevents drainage from the road surface or shoulders, or that adds drainage to the road 
surface or shoulders from adjacent property may be installed. This includes curbs or grading that      
inhibit drainage, as well as surfaces such as driveways or slopes that could contribute water or silt/
gravel/mulch to the road surface. All driveways sloping towards the road are required to be hardscaped 
and to have a grated drain or grade that diverts all water into a roadside ditch or other drainage route 
away from the road (see LTCA Architecture Review Standards Section 5.7). All roads need adequate    
adjacent drainage space for storm runoff and snow melt to prevent hydroplaning, icing, and winter 
freeze-thaw damage. Property owner landscaping may not block or impede roadside drainage with silt, 
gravel, mulch, vegetation, or otherwise. It is the responsibility of the property owner to keep private 
driveway culverts and grated drains clear of leaves and debris such that they function properly. 

4. Landscape plantings generally should be species native to the local mountains and hardscaping be of 
natural or natural-looking materials. Plantings and materials generally should complement nearby  
properties and the “mountain lake” look of our community. Proposed materials and their approval may 
vary depending on where in the community they are.  

Continued on Page 4... 

https://www.usps.com/manage/mailboxes.htm


 4 

 

 

Updates from the Historic Toxaway Foundation 

 

 

FOUNDATION ACTIVITY  

The foundation continues our community outreach program, as well as digital marketing via our website and 

social media channels. Several projects with long-term implications for our region are also underway,        

involving ongoing interactions with county commissioners, health care professionals, area developers, the 

park systems, and education stakeholders. We expect to stay busy over the winter months and should have 

some exciting updates for you come spring — including the official re-opening of the Historic Toxaway      

Visitor Center at 16933 Rosman Highway. 

 

BUSINESS ALLIANCE UPDATES 

The Business Alliance of Upper Transylvania (BAUT) recently distributed a short survey to 137 local          

businesses and will use the responses to help set the organization’s 2022 strategy and to plan activities in 

support and promotion of our local economy.  

 

4 (continued).   Landscaping materials appropriate to our more densely developed areas may differ from 
those appropriate to our more natural areas (for example, mix of native species versus horticultural          
varieties; plantings for screening versus open natural vistas; hardscaping for retaining walls versus more  
natural looking landscape rocks). 

5.   The LTCA Roads & Grounds Committees are working to improve road shoulders and drainage for          
vehicular and pedestrian safety, protection of the road surface and edges/shoulders, and roadside            
aesthetics. Property owner landscaping can complement these efforts and should not impede these efforts. 
All property owner landscaping must be consistent with the purposes of the road rights of way and with 
LTCA improvement efforts, and must be approved before installation. Owners are responsible for assuring 
that their designers and contractors are aware of these rules and standards; do not assume that they are! 

The LTCA Board of Directors recognizes that many existing properties do not presently conform to these 
rules or standards. Our often-steep topography and past road building practices present challenges as well. 
Exceptions to these rules can be granted with reasonable justification. The Board reminds owners that    
future modifications to existing properties and instances where non-compliance is currently causing   
problems require approvals and improvements that comply with these standards. As our community     
further develops and traffic and drainage issues increase, it is important that these standards be followed. 
The assertion that “other properties have done what we are proposing” is not a valid reason to continue 
to follow unsafe or dysfunctional practices. 

If you notice a road or roadside safety, drainage, or other functional or aesthetic issue, please report it to the 
LTCA Office, preferably with a suggestion for how to resolve the issue. 

LTE Property Owner Landscaping Along Roadsides continued from page 3  
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Tips on the use of Fertilizer on Shoreline Properties 

A number of fishermen have commented on the decline of the fishery in Lake Toxaway. Kevin Howell of Davidson 
River Outfitters has been fishing and guiding on the lake for over 40 years.  In 2011, his clients caught 39 bass 
weighing over 6 pounds. In 2016, this declined to 20 bass over 6 pounds. So far in 2021, he has not caught a bass 
over 4 pounds. 

One reason for this decline is the growth of algae on the lake bottom. (Kevin first noticed it in 2006). Fish do not 
like the algae and will move to areas where it is not present. This algae can kill and or displace the crayfish which 
are one of the primary food sources for the fish. 

In addition to the growth of algae, there has been a marked increase in the plants growing in the lake. A            
significant contributor to the growth and spread of the algae and aquatic plants is the increase of lawns around 
the lake and the subsequent use of fertilizer on these lawns. 

To reduce the spread of the algae and other weeds in the lake and improve water quality, here are steps each 
homeowner with a lake front grass lawn should seriously consider implementing.  

1. Make a 5 to 10 ft. or wider buffer strip adjacent to the lake and apply minimal or no fertilizer in this strip. A 
buffer strip inhibits geese from coming from the lake onto the yard because they fear potential predators in 
the strip.  Also, a buffer strip of native plants can support dragonflies, frogs and other beneficial animals.  

2. If using fertilizer on your lawn, use one with no phosphorous. (The phosphorous content appears as the    
middle number in a series of three numbers printed on the bag. A zero in the middle means the fertilizer is 
phosphorous free).  

3. Plants in your yard and lawn grass rely mostly on nitrogen to promote growth and phosphorous is usually  
only needed in small amounts. However, the opposite is true of aquatic plants and algae. Aquatic plants 
mostly require phosphorous for growth. The more phosphorous, the more weeds and algae there will be in 
our lake.   

4. Do not apply fertilizer when the ground is frozen or saturated with water. 

5. In the spring, wait 3 weeks after the grass is growing before applying fertilizer.  

6.  Keep fertilizers off any concrete or asphalt surfaces. Rainwater can carry the fertilizer into the lake. 

7. Paragraph 6.4 of our lake regulations prohibit discarding trash, leaves or any grass clippings into the lake. For 
homeowners with yard services, insist that they know and follow these steps. 

We believe that there are other reasons for the decline of the fishery, including the need of fish structure and 
forage fish for the bass and other larger fish.  We will be addressing these this year, but it will be an ongoing and 
continual effort to restore the fishery on the lake. 

The lake is our most important asset and everyone has a stake in the health of the lake. These easy and common 
sense steps will help to ensure a healthy lake and fishery.  Please visit the below links for additional information. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/maintaining-waterfront-turf-to-preserve-water-quality 

 

http://www.hopatconglakeregionalnews.com/index.php/news/lake-information/3418-lake-friendly-living-guide-fertilizers-phosphorus-and-
water-quality 

 

https://www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/protect/lake-friendly-living/fertilizers-lawn-care-water-quality/ 

 

https://www.watershedcouncil.org/fertilizing-tips.html 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/maintaining-waterfront-turf-to-preserve-water-quality
http://www.hopatconglakeregionalnews.com/index.php/news/lake-information/3418-lake-friendly-living-guide-fertilizers-phosphorus-and-water-quality
http://www.hopatconglakeregionalnews.com/index.php/news/lake-information/3418-lake-friendly-living-guide-fertilizers-phosphorus-and-water-quality
https://www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/protect/lake-friendly-living/fertilizers-lawn-care-water-quality/
https://www.watershedcouncil.org/fertilizing-tips.html
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Transylvania Regional Hospital’s (TRH) sole purpose is to serve the residents of Transylvania and      
adjoining counties by providing healthcare services. TRH is designated as a Critical Access Hospital 
(CAH) by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. The purpose of a CAH is to provide           
residents in rural areas with basic services close to home, especially emergency services. It is            
important to note that as a member of Mission Health, TRH is able to transfer patients needing a  
higher level of care to Mission Hospital via air or ground transport. 
 
Regardless of its CAH status, TRH offers a full spectrum of services including: emergency, critical and 
intermediate care, acute medical/surgical, surgical services, endoscopy, pain management, infusion 
services, sleep lab, outpatient behavioral health, transitional care, and wound care. With the addition 
of a medical provider, we are excited to now offer additional enhanced wound care services.            
Radiology services include CT, ultrasound, nuclear medicine, MRI, mammography, and interventional 
services such as biopsies and drainage. Patients also have access to cardiac/pulmonary rehab,          
diabetes prevention/management, and physical, occupational, and speech therapy.  
 
Patients can also be seen by physicians, nurse practitioners (NP), and physician assistants (PA) in    
clinical settings offering primary care, cardiology, orthopedics, urology, and general surgery. In fact, 
the Toxaway Health Center will welcome Carol MacKusick, NP who will begin seeing patients on     
September 27, 2021, initially two days per week on Monday and Wednesday from 8a-5p with plans to 
expand as additional support staff is hired.  Existing and new patients can call 828-862-6900 to make 
an appointment. 
 
With its array of hospital and clinical services, you can be assured that TRH is here to ensure that you 
and your family receive the most appropriate, competent care in a respectful, caring environment. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to Michele Pilon, CEO/CNO at (828)
883-5302. 

A message from Transylvania Regional Hospital... 

Transylvania Regional Hospital 
Provides Services Close to Home 


