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Message from the LTCA Board President - Robb Turner 

 

Happy Spring! 
  
Those of us here at Lake Toxaway (year-round, or just returning) are happy to be seeing a delayed spring 
finally become real! A late hard frost and freezing night-time temps well into April have held spring back by 
weeks. We’re finally at almost full leaf-out around the lake, but Meadow Ridge and other higher elevation 
neighborhoods still look pretty wintery. Predicted warm days and nights should fix that quickly. The range of 
reds, light greens and silvers to dark green spring colors from low to high elevations is almost as spectacular 
as fall foliage The almost-prehistoric-looking Frasier magnolias* are in full pale-yellow bloom! 
  
Around my house multiple species of bees are visiting the bugle weed and other wild flowers. The deer have 
browsed my newly planted coral bells and other emerging tender greens to the ground. The evil               
subterranean creatures such as moles and voles have been working all winter on decimating many          
wildflowers and perennials. Bears and red foxes are out and about and have been captured by doorbells 
and other more sophisticated cameras. Such is living in paradise! 
  
In this first-of-the-year issue of the Red Bird Report we highlight updates from Historic Toxaway Foundation, 
Nature Park, and the LTCA office. Lake Toxaway Charities  announces two important dates to mark on your 
calendar. Music on the Mountain has extended the series, and the Welcome Back BBQ tickets are available 
for purchase. We are implementing an Emergency Notification via text program as well to keep you          
informed.  
  
An item of note: though we live in a rainforest here, we are well below normal rainfall so far this year and 
conditions are abnormally dry. There are forest fires in the surrounding region. Please be very careful with all 
permitted fires, and be sure that any ashes from fireplaces or fire pits are cold before spreading them in the 
woods! 
  
*Trivia note – magnolias are among the oldest flowering plants on earth! 

 

-Robb Turner 
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Our Mossy Roadsides! 

Robb Turner 

Lake Toxaway sits within a temperate rain forest. Yes, we average over 80 inches of rainfall per year long-

term, and in recent years we have received 100 to 140 inches each year! This rain nurtures our mountain 

vegetation and beautiful waterfalls. It also causes landslides and erosion of practically any exposed soil,    

especially on our steep slopes. Fortunately, it also supports the prolific growth of many species of moss, 

even in sunny areas. These mosses are exceptional at soaking up heavy rain, stabilizing soil, and preventing 

erosion. 

You’ve probably noticed how “mossy” many of our 
roadsides are. Annie Martin of Brevard (“Mossin’       
Annie,” mountainmoss.com) marvels at how we keep 
our roadsides blown of leaves such that the mosses 
thrive. Along our often steep and curvy roads, where 
we have few true road shoulders, curbs and gutters, or 
laid rock ditches, these mosses provide very cost-
effective erosion control and a  perhaps underappreci-
ated mountain aesthetic. 

In spring, like right now, a profusion of bluets peaks up through the  

mosses. Coral bells, Indian pinks, and numerous other wildflowers,  

ferns, and mushrooms appear as the seasons progress. The LTCA  

Roads and Grounds committees have debated how to improve the  

appearance and function (e.g., drainage, steep drop-offs,  

pedestrian friendliness, aesthetics) of our roadsides, and there  

surely are some places where improvements can be made. But in  

most places, we will remain dependent on our mosses to stabilize  

and beautify our roadsides. 

Please take some time to observe and appreciate our mossy  

roadsides. Watch how the moss slows water drainage in heavy  

rains, preventing erosion. Observe how the mosses and other  

vegetation change in wet and dry conditions, and how mower or  

other tracks disrupt their growth. If you have mossy roadsides along your property, protect them! Maybe 

enhance them with some additional  wildflowers appropriate to the location. Don’t mulch them or plant 

grass, which will hurt their growth and erosion-control services.  

https://www.mountainmoss.com/pages/about-us
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Please be very careful how you park on mossy roadsides,           

especially on steep slopes! If you, your contractor, or guests 

do this to the moss, please take a little time to replace the 

moss into the rut. Use a stick, rake, shovel, your foot, or your 

hands – it doesn’t have to be perfect; the moss will recover 

quickly if given the opportunity! The main thing is to prevent 

a new gully from forming. If it does, use some stones, sticks, 

or gravel to build some small check dams across the gully. Silt 

will soon fill in behind the dams and provide a new substrate 

for the moss to grow.  

If the moss fails, you may end up with this! Eventually I 

hope to see more-natural landscape-design solutions to 

avoid and “fix” this…) 

If you observe roadside damage taking place, or          

somewhere that repair is needed, report it to the LTCA 

office. Prevention of damage is best. Timely repair of   

damage is next. The cost of repair by LTCA can be  assessed 

against an ARB deposit if construction-caused damage is 

not repaired by the owner or contractor. 
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HISTORIC TOXAWAY IN LOCAL MEDIA 

 
Once again, Historic Toxaway Foundation facilitated our region’s inclusion in The Laurel                
Magazine, negotiating a favorable advertising rate as well as editorial content opportunities for local 
businesses that are members of our Business Alliance of Upper Transylvania County.   

 

Pick up the May 2022 issue to see the newly expanded section starting on page 141, or you can view 
the entire issue here. This advertising spotlight on Historic Toxaway communities will again be       
included through the October issue. This is a good reminder to please support our wonderful local 
businesses by shopping, eating, and visiting them: Think Local, Go Local!  

THE BUSINESS ALLIANCE IS 90 MEMBERS STRONG AND GROWING! 

 

If you are a local business owner in Sapphire, Lake Toxaway or Rosman and have not yet registered 
for FREE membership in the Business Alliance of Upper Transylvania (BAUT), we encourage you to 
do so here. 

In-person networking meetings have resumed, starting with a well-attended event May 3 at the 
Grand Olde Station restaurant. It was great to see 
everyone out and about again, and we look      
forward to hosting more meetings and events 
throughout the 2022 season. 

 

Historic Toxaway Foundation 

 

HTF 2021 ANNUAL REPORT 

Watch for our HTF 2021 Annual Report, mailing soon to primary addresses.   

 

https://www.thelaurelmagazine.com/current-issue
https://historictoxaway.org/membership-join/
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Lake Toxaway Charities 
       SAVE THE DATES: 

 

 Volunteer Fair 

June 18, 2022 1:00-2:30 p.m. 

Come meet some of the agencies we  

Support and learn about volunteer  

Opportunities.  

 

Feel free to direct any questions to: 

Bob Hamilton: rchamilton@sbcglobal.net 

Mary Anne Hamilton: mafrolik@gmail.com 

Saunders Grommesh:  

saunderv@hotmail.com 

2022 Sports Day and Dinner Gala Dance 

 

More information:  

https://laketoxawaycharities.org/2022-
sports-day-and-dinner-gala-dance/ 

https://laketoxawaycharities.org/2022-sports-day-and-dinner-gala-dance/
mailto:rchamilton@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mafrolik@gmail.com
mailto:saunderv@hotmail.com
https://laketoxawaycharities.org/2022-sports-day-and-dinner-gala-dance/
https://laketoxawaycharities.org/2022-sports-day-and-dinner-gala-dance/
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Music on the Mountain  2022 

 

Where: The Meadow Pavilion 

Time: 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m 

What to Bring: Bring your entrée or side dish for your family and enough to share with 8-12 people 

Dates and Performers:                                                    

May 21 — Cody and Jonlyn 

June 18 — Hawk Mountain (Welcome Back BBQ - see below) 

July 16 — Knot Done (Rob Roberts Band) 

August 20 — Bryan Bobo 

September 17 — Carolina U-Turn  

October 8 — McIntosh and the Lionhearts 

 

*In the event that there is a cancellation due to inclement weather, notification will be sent via email on 

the day of the event. 

Welcome Back BBQ 

*Limited number of tickets available 

Tickets are $20 each (Under age 11 = FREE) 

*Music provided by Hawk Mountain 

*Food provided by Hawg Wild BBQ served  

  

http://www.hawgwildbar-b-que.com/
http://www.hawgwildbar-b-que.com/
http://www.hawgwildbar-b-que.com/
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Lake Toxaway Nature Park 

 

The Nature Park committee is looking forward  to welcoming everyone back this summer. We hope you will 

visit and enjoy this wonderful community space exploring, playing and connecting with old and new friends.    

All the play equipment has been inspected and needed repairs made, fresh play sand has been replenished, 

and new native plantings within the interior of park are coming soon (Huge thank you to our private donors 

for your continued support!).   

We also have several educational events planned for July, for which details will be announced soon.  We are 

still working to resolve drainage issues and a solution for the main walkway into the park, as we 

"Imagine More" we always welcome community member thoughts, ideas, and support.  

 

2022 Homeowner Directory  

The 2022 Homeowner Directories are now available! 

Directories can be picked up during normal business hours, Monday through 

Friday, 9am until 5pm. 

1 FREE directory per lot (extra directories are $10 each).   

 

 

2022 Boat Decals Now Available! 

Boat decals are now available at the LTCA office. Please stop by to fill out your 

application, provide proof of registration and insurance for new (or new to Tox-

away) vessels. 

 

Please report any vessels operating without a Toxaway decal to security (828) 

989-0508 or the LTCA office during normal business hours (828) 966-9453. 

 

Remember, these decals are the only way we can keep North Carolina’s largest 

private lake PRIVATE! 
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Texting Registration 

Several residents noted desirability of text notifications during special situations such as the 
devastating storm last year with trees blocking roads and road washouts. This is now availa-
ble. To register please complete the Emergency Texting Form located bottom right side on 
the Member Documents tab on the LTCA public website, and return to the office as noted 
on the form. 

https://laketoxawaycommunity.net/member-documents-new/ 

Every cell phone has an email address and emails sent to that address come in as texts. We 
are asking for both your cell number(s) and carrier. 

The office will continue to send out emergency email blasts as needed and those will also 
be sent as texts. Responses to these go to unmonitored email addresses, so reporting     
special situations or additional information should continue to be directed to the LTCA office 
(828-966-9453) ltadmin@ipmhoa.com or Security (828-989-0508). 

If you have any questions about the process, feel free to contact me.  

Ron Wood ronswood@outlook.com 

 

FOR EMERGENCIES, DIAL 911  

ALLIED UNIVERSAL SECURITY OFFICER ON DUTY CALL 828-989-0508  

Don’t Forget to Have Your Boat Cleaned! 

Boats being put into Lake Toxaway or Lake Cardinal for the first time or after being used in another water 

body, must be professionally cleaned.  

 

Boats that are not cleaned may bring in harmful invasive weeds that can have serious negative health im-

pacts on the lake and be expense to get rid of. Toxaway Marine 

can provide professional cleaning to those who need it. 

https://laketoxawaycommunity.net/member-documents-new/
mailto:ltadmin@ipmhoa.com
mailto:ronswood@outlook.com

