Red Bird Report
April 2019
April 1, 2019

In the words of the song…“April showers bring May flowers.” If that is the case,
and the song would allow for the showers so far this year then we should have a
bumper crop of flowers. Checking with our friends at Gorges State Park, our rainfall
through late March has been nearly 40 inches.
April does bring a number of days to remember including:
Palm Sunday, 14th
Good Friday and Passover, 19th
Easter, 21st
Earth Day, 27th
I can not give you any information about Earth Day…perhaps someone out
there will send in some news for us to report later.
Of course, the birth stone for April is the Diamond. My wife knows only too well
as it is her birth month and her favorite stone! Not a surprise.
For those of our LTCA members that are also members of LTCC, your season
seem to begin officially with the Easter Egg Hunt and EPIC hike on the 20th.
Interesting quotes from interesting people…
“Half the game is ninety percent mental”
Philadelphia Phillies ex-manager Danny Ozark
“The streets are safe in Philadelphia. It is only the people who make them unsafe.”
Ex-Police Chief, Frank Rizzo
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I recently re-read an article about the word “trillion” as in “dollars.” One of the
comments was that “a briefcase full of $100 bills would equal about $1 million. But a
TRILLION dollars in $100 bills would weigh 22 Million Pounds.” The article went on
to report that if you stacked those $100 bills up, neat and tight the pile would be
10,712 MILES high.
Now, that article from the Wall Street Journal, June 17, 2012, states the National debt was “only” $15,800,000,000,000.
Today, March 14, 2019, the National Debt is $22,028,444,133,429. Are we
reaching for the stars?
Be Well!
Do Good Work!
Be Helpful to Others!
Don Molitor

In remembrance of
Steve Cooper
Steve's expedient participation in the community of
Lake Toxaway was a reflection of his gracious, warm spirit.
He gave his time and shared his talents on the LTCA Board,
serving as Secretary and Chairman of the Hospitality committee for Music on the Mountain, planning and organizing
the patriotic and appropriate US Flag Retirement Ceremony held last Labor Day,
among other LTCA Board responsibilities.
Most of us remember how much we enjoyed spending Wednesdays last summer listening to Steve play the piano in the Greystone Mansion Bar. Steve loved music
and was a gifted musician playing both the piano and guitar. Many special memories
came from those evenings and others spent with Steve and Carla in the community.
There will be a Celebration of Steve’s life at the Lake Toxaway Country Club on June
8th at 10 am. Carla welcomes all who knew Steve and would like to be part of remembering him.
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W. Club Blvd Road Repair
We thought you would like to know.
Your Road Committee, headed by Bob Cowan, has been busy this past winter. Our contractor, Advanced Ground Maintenance (AGM) has been a willing and able partner in keeping the roads well maintained
and repaired. This article is but one example. You can read more in the following month.
In early March security reported a new, slight dip in the road at 1800 block of West Club Blvd. On
March 5, the dip had become a small hole. On March 12, we issued work orders and AGM began to excavate
at 2:00 PM. They dug through 18” of asphalt, then layers of base and finally to earth. At that point we had
a bigger hole but no bottom in sight. Then they unearthed a very large tree stump.

Over the next 18 hours they dug out more than 20 such stumps and hauled away 8 full dump truck
loads of stumps and debris. The site was now 23 ft. deep by 30 ft. across. It required 315 tons of gravel to
fill and stabilize. The road was back in service by early morning. Then they worked on the other lane which
was only about 4 feet deep. Both lanes were fully operational by 4:00 PM, March 13.
This road work was, of course, neither planned nor budgeted. Many thanks to Bobby Smith and
AGM, to Bob Cowan and to our Association Manager, Brian Dorry, for swift and decisive actions to keep our
roads open and well repaired.

3

We hope you will take the opportunity to read the
inaugural issue of the quarterly newsletter of the Historic
Toxaway Foundation called The Quill. Its editorial intent is:
 The Quill… appeals to those interested in history, personal stories, natural beauty and people’s resilience.
 The Quill… lures visitors to Historic Toxaway to experience the unique character of what promoters
in the past called “Beautiful Sapphire Country.”


The Quill… provides residents of Historic Toxaway additional reasons to appreciate where they
live.

This is an online publication and may be accessed on your computer or tablet by clicking on the banner
below.

June 15

Welcome Back BBQ with Hawk Mountain
Enjoy live music from Hawk Mountain who

perform tunes from the 60’s and 70’s.
BBQ dinner catered by HAWG WILD
July 13

Bryan Bobo

Variety of Americana, Red Dirt Country and Classic Rock
August 17

Americana Jones

Eclectic style of Jazz, Pop, Country, Bluegrass, Rock and R&B
Sept 14

One Leg up

Vibrant mix of Gypsy Jazz, Latin, and Swing
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Lake Toxaway Charities is pleased to announce two NEW
initiatives for 2019
The creation of the Lake Toxaway Charities Website which describes the history, vision, values,
agencies we support financially, methods to give, ways to volunteer your time, and our annual All Sports
Day and Dinner/Dance Gala. Jenny Renfroe and Sherry Minnich have dedicated massive effort in leading
this launch. Carroll Summerour coordinates our agency grant contacts.
Visit the new website address is www.laketoxawaycharities.org
Lake Toxaway Charities will help educate and link our Lake Toxaway residents to volunteer service
opportunities available within the 40 agencies that we support. Many of our residents want to “give
back” to the needy with their time, knowledge, experiences, and passion for helping others. Lake Toxaway Charities will provide additional information about this process/need and host a couple of meetings
in 2019 to allow our residents to meet our agencies and better understand how they can volunteer their
time and energy. Mary Anne and Bob Hamilton are leading the volunteer service process.

In 2018, Lake Toxaway Charities donated over $300,000 to 40 agencies in
Transylvania County and has
donated over $2 million dollars in the last 12 years.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, July 20, 2019
The 44th Annual
Lake Toxaway Charities
Fundraising Gala and Sports Day at Lake Toxaway Country Club
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Lake Toxaway Nature Park
Despite all that Mother Nature
has thrown at us, the Nature Park is
plowing forward. It is now looking
like a real and exciting destination.
We are in the final stages and, weather permitting, looking like a soft
opening near the end of May. We encourage anyone who is up here to go
down and check it out. We truly will
have a very unique and impressive
new amenity.
We are confident that we have
stayed within budget for all of our initial plans. A big thanks to all of our
donors and major shout outs to our
committee; our Landscape Architect,
Jesse Turner; our General Contractor,
Henry Roess, and our Custom Treehouse (and then some) Artist, Jesse
Morgan.
We do have a few minor items
that we are foregoing due to budget.
If anyone still wants to become a
Park donor it would be appreciated.
You will be receiving another update
next month with the planned Grand
Opening date in June. Thank you all
again for your involvement in this
community project.
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