Red Bird Report
September 2019
Do you like Country – Western - American original music? Do you like Fried Chicken?
Baked beans? Pasta with tomato sauce? Good ‘ol Italian sausage with hot mustard? Fourteen
kinds of desert? BBQ ribs and/or pulled pork? Twelve kinds of various salads? And so much
more!!!
Do you enjoy a very casual evening just sitting around with friends and having a cool
beverage of your choice and watching the kids play? That would be your grand kids and
perhaps those of your neighbors and friends. That would be with 70 to 100 of your friends!
Well then...you would have been right at home with Music on The Mountain this past
August 17th right here at Lake Toxaway. The evening featured these things and even more. It
was a picture perfect evening. Not too hot…no rain and a wonderful, long range view of the
misty mountains both near and far. The band, Americana Jones, was full of fun and played
and sang for our enjoyment and showed their own fun and enjoyment at what they were
doing. We all brought a dish to share...and share we did…food, drink, conversation and
friendship.
Sandy Dillon, one of your neighbors and a member of the LTCA Board of Directors was
in charge of the event and did a great job. Thank you Sandy. Your Music on the Mountain in
September is the 14th with music by One Leg Up.
Our Julian calendar has but twelve months. The year actually has thirteen cycles or
phases of the moon. We live here in Cherokee country. The word for September in the
Cherokee language is DULISDI. They also recognize five seasons. This is Early Autumn, GU’YU’.
Information provided by Wikipedia.
September is not a very busy month. It has but four Flag days: September 2, Labor
Day: September 11, Patriot Day: September 18, United States Air Force Birthday: September
21, POW/MIA Recognition Day. It is also the anniversary of six different national parks,
monuments or reserves. Rosh Hashanah is celebrated, beginning at sundown on the 29th.
Autumn begins on September 23. The official birthstone for the month is Sapphire and
recognizes Truth. As usual we have a full schedule of Thursday evening events with the
Meet and Greet gathering. For more information, please email Bob Cowan ltmgcts@aol.com
Thoughts to ponder
Which letter is silent in the word “SCENT”, the S or the C?
The word “swims” upside-down is still “swims”
Intentionally LOSING a game of rock, paper and scissors is just as hard as WINNING.
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President’s message continued from page 1:

For those that are still gainfully employed unlike us lazy ‘ol retired folks here are some
Laws of work:
If you can’t get your work done in the first 24 hours, work nights.
A pat on the back is just a few inches away from a kick in the butt.
You can go anywhere you want so long as you look serious, walk fast and carry a clipboard.

Lessons from life:
We are responsible for what we DO – no matter how we FEEL.
Either you control your ATTITUDE, or it controls you.

As the season here at Camp Toxaway draws down, be sure to check the heating system,
turn off the outside water, take in the hoses and begin to prepare for cooler weather ahead.
September is a beautiful month in the Valley of Toxaway. We hope you can stay and enjoy it
with us.
Be well!
Do good work!
Be kind to each other!
Don Molitor

Sign up for Lake Toxaway Estates mail list!
If you have not signed up for the Lake Toxaway Homeowners’ Mail List, you may do so
by emailing Ginny Moore at vakmoore@gmail.com and ask to be included. The only
requirement is that you be a LT Estates homeowner or resident.
This mail list covers a wide variety of topics including lost dogs, bear sightings, how to
find a roofer, plumber, computer issues, sales of household items, borrowing a high chair
and just about anything you can dream up that will help in your every day life at beautiful
Lake Toxaway. It has been very successful over the last five years and works most efficiently when we have the largest number of participants included on the list.
To be added, send your name and address to Ginny Moore at vakmoore@gmail.com
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20th Annual Art Show

Please join us for the 20th Annual Art Show, hosted by
the Lake Toxaway Artists’ Guild, Opening Reception on
September 30th, 2019, from 5:30 to 7:30 in the Main Dining Room of the Lake Toxaway Country Club.





Vote for your favorite painting in the People’s Choice
Award
15% of the artist’s profit goes to Lake Toxaway Charities
Cash Bar and Bar Menu
Open to club members and non-members

Questions: Karen Phillips, 884-3995 or kap@wmed.com
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Lowering of the Lake Scheduled in 2019-2020
The Board has a schedule to lower the Lake approximately every five years. This permits
maintenance on the dam, the construction and repair of seawalls and docks and other jobs which
are facilitated by a lowering of the lake. We lowered the Lake in 2011-2012 and again in winter of
2015-2016. However, based upon the recommendations of Terracon, our consultant which
annually inspects the dams on Lake Cardinal and Lake Toxaway, the Board has decided to lower
Lake Toxaway approximately six feet this year. Lake Cardinal will be lowered approximately 1 to 2
feet. Weather permitting, the lowering will start after Thanksgiving and we anticipate that we can
refill the lake in February after these repairs have been made.
As Hurricane Florence approached last September, AGM tried to open the drain gate on
Lake Toxaway. However, after several attempts, the valve could not be opened.
On January 8 & 9 of this year, an inspection of the gate valve tower found that the steel
beams supporting the tower were badly corroded and had bent during the attempt to open the
valve.
Terracon prepared bid drawings and documents detailing the required work to repair the
gate valve tower and a contractor will be chosen to perform this work. Most of the work will be
done with the Lake at full pool, but Terracon recommends that the top of the tower be painted to
inhibit corrosion. The painting requires the lowering of the Lake approximately six feet.
In addition to the repair of the gate valve tower, there is some loss of joint material on the
outlet spillway culvert slab from Lake Cardinal. The location of the joints is downstream of the
centerline of the dam. This means that the water from Lake Toxaway backs up into the culvert and
submerges the joints to be investigated. To properly inspect and repair these joints, Lake Toxaway
must be lowered.
With the work this year, the next schedule lowering will in in 2024-2025, back to the five
year schedule.
Incidentally, Terracon first inspected the dams in 1999. The inspector commented that the
condition of the dams has improved significantly and said that he uses Lake Toxaway as a model
of well-maintained dams.

Music on the Mountain
One Leg Up
Saturday, September 14th
6:00 - 8:00 PM
Meadows Pavilion
Potluck style: bring a dish to share with your friends and neighbors!

4

Lake Toxaway Charities
Lake Toxaway Charities is thrilled to announce this year’s Sports Day and Gala held July 20 netted an
incredible record of $526,547 thanks to your generosity. This is a 60% increase over the record-setting
$329,000 raised in 2018.
Each sport saw an increase in participants as well: golf - 84, croquet - 32 and tennis - 16. The dinner
dance with its lively “A Night on Broadway” theme exceeded previous records with 330 attending. Both the
silent and live auctions generated excitement and dollars, and there actually was a “polite bidding war” for a
guitar signed by Cliff Williams, our neighbor and bass guitarist for AC/DC. The bidding was so intense that
Cliff generously donated two more guitars, generating $60,000 in donations for Lake Toxaway Charities. That
was music to our ears!
“We wish to thank the more than 100 volunteers who worked hard to produce such a successful
evening. We especially thank Jeannette and Hank Schuyler and their team for their fabulous decorations, and
our gratitude also goes to Jean Merritt for handling the important task of handling hundreds of seating
requests. We appreciate the attendees, the sponsors and the Lake Toxaway Country Club for making this an
‘over the top’ event. Each of you is making an incredible difference in the daily lives of so many Transylvania
Country residents through the 45 charities we serve,” said Chip Brown, co-chair of the Charities.
Diane Roberts, co-chair, added “Without your generous giving, we could not have such a major impact
on so many lives. Our charity supports the hungry, the homeless, abused women and children, those who
cannot afford medical and dental care and the less fortunate in our county. Lake Toxaway Charities has no
administrative costs because we are all volunteers, so this means every dollar you donate serves the needy in
Transylvania County.”
Please check out our Lake Toxaway Charities website that describes the goals of each charity, our
financial support to them and volunteer opportunities. Developed by co-chair Jenny Renfroe, it is a
wonderful resource: Lake Toxaway Charities If you wish to help her maintain this website and/or our
Facebook page, please contact jennyrenfroe@comcast.net or 561-254-4319.
Lake Toxaway Charities welcomes volunteers. To serve on our Grant Assessment Committee, please contact
Carroll Summerour at csummerour@comporium.net or 828-877-5383. Also, Mary Anne and Bob Hamilton
created a new program this summer encouraging our residents to volunteer with individual charities in the
county. For more information on this exciting program, contact them at rchamilton@sbcglobal.net or call
Mary Anne at 404-626-9277 or Bob at 713-828-7997. Many of your neighbors are already involved, giving
their time to work side by side with the staff and clients of many charitable agencies we support.
REMINDER: PLEASE SAVE THE DATE OF SATURDAY, JULY 25, 2020 for our 45 th annual Lake Toxaway
Charities Sports Day and Gala. The Club and the band are booked!

To view the article that ran in Transylvania Times click here: Transylvania
Times
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Yesterday and Today Come To Life in Historic Toxaway

Transylvania County Tourism
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It was a beautiful day in Historic Toxaway on Saturday afternoon August 17! Historic Toxaway
Foundation enjoyed thanking our many wonderful donors at the historic home of John and Mish
Nichols on Toxaway Point. With the splendid views, the delightful parade of wooden boats and
great guests, it was hard not to imagine that we were back in the heady days of Henry Ford and
Thomas Edison visiting our historic region. Yet, the present day was so memorable and the
future seems so exciting. It was the HTF motto come to life--preserving the past while
preparing for the future. For those of you not able to attend, please know you were missed.
Historic Toxaway Foundation is a forum and voice which requires your support to succeed. If
you wish additional information about the Foundation’s work or would like to keep informed,
check out our website or our 2018-19 Annual Report . If you have not yet given to our campaign
this year but would like to contribute to Historic Toxaway Foundation, you may do so online or
send your donation to P.O. Box 264, Lake Toxaway, NC 28747. Thank you for your
consideration and your generosity.
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Toxaway Day at PARI
Lake Toxaway residents Alex Alexander, and Joe Phillips are pleased to invite
Toxaway friends to attend the reopening of Wednesday public tours at the Pisgah
Astronomical Research Institue / The Learning Center at PARI

September 25, 2019
1:30 PM
Please RSVP by email to jfp@wmed.com or
baldalex@aol.com.

This facility has served as a NASA Tracking Station, Department of Defense Satellite
Tracking facility, and public education source. The tour will last about 3 hours.
Admission is free on this day for Lake Toxaway residents. For more details about PARI
see: www.pari.edu
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