Red Bird Report
May 2020
May is the real start of Spring here at Lake Toxaway. Many of the flowers and flowering plants have already
shown their color, but the BIG start of color and dazzle are in May. All the gardeners need to be busy with
preparation for planting and actually putting many of our favorites into the ground for a season of beauty.
Some of us “wanna-be” gardeners are getting a late start this year. We will be delayed with our return to
the beautiful area of Lake Toxaway. We are all hopeful that normalcy will return as soon as possible.
The COVID19 has put a delay into many areas of our lives and has made permanent changes in others. It
would be wise to pay heed to all the warnings and advice from our local, state and national news and advice
providers with respect to staying safe.
As of this writing, the Nature Park and the Pavilion at Meadow Ridge remain closed including the children’s
play equipment. The walking trails are open and we encourage you to get out into the fresh air and walk,
run, jog or hike with appropriate social distance. None the less, much work has been completed at your
Nature Park this winter. Please stop in for a short [or long] walk around. Boating on the lake is also
permitted, HOWEVER, no rafting up.
As reported earlier, the main valve and stem that controls the lake outlet pipe was discovered to be in need
of repair in early 2019. All reasonable measures were taken as quickly as possible to make those needed
repairs. I am pleased to report that the main valve was fully repaired and restored to full functioning on
April 20. Much credit to your Lake and Dam Committee chairman, David Shuford and the team of experts.
We can, once again, control the lake level in cases of excessive rainfall or to provide maintenance along our
shoreline.
May can boast of three Flag days: 8th VE Day 1945: 16th Armed Forces Day: 25th Memorial
Day. We also feature May 13 as Mother’s Day. This is also the anniversary month for five of our National
Monuments or Parks. The birthstone this month is the Emerald to signify Happiness.
RANDOM THOUGHTS
For those who don’t want Alexa listening in on your conversations, they’re making a male version…it doesn’t
listen to anything…
So it turns out that being an adult is just googling how to do stuff…
If you see me talking to myself, I am just having a staff meeting…
When I ask for directions, please don’t use words like EAST…
President’s Message continued on Page 2
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MAY Planting dates, courtesy of the Farmer’s Almanac:


Plant Aboveground Crops: 5-7, 22, 25, 27



Plant Root Crops: 7, 8, 11, 12



Plant Annual Flowers: 22, 25-27



Plant Biennials and Perennials: 7, 8, 11, 12



Plant Berries, Trees, Shrubs, Vines: 7, 8, 11, 12



Control Plant Pests: 14, 18, 19

Be well, stay safe, follow the guidelines and I hope we can all meet for good music at the top of the
mountain sometime this Summer.
Don Molitor

Restaurant Takeaway Menu
We are happy to say that The Greystone team is coming back
together and our restaurant has a new Take-away menu for you to
enjoy!! Place your order by calling us at 828-966-4700 or online
through ChowNow, https://eat.chownow.com/discover/
restaurant/28626. We’ll prepare it and have it ready for
contactless delivery straight to your car. Don’t forget to add a six
pack of beer or a bottle of wine to your order!
The Greystone Reopening
We appreciate the trust you place in us to go above and beyond. Our team is working diligently to prepare
for your arrival and look forward to welcoming guests back beginning Saturday, May 9th – a special date that
also celebrates the two year anniversary of The Greystone reopening. For your safety and ours, we will be
limiting our reservations.
Grocery & Market
We will be expanding our Grocery & Market to allow access to our exclusive suppliers with specialty orders
like Kobe beef and fresh Maine lobsters. Let us know what you want and we'll make it happen. There's really
nothing we can't source and have ready for curbside pickup. Please call or order online from our website.
https://the-greystone-inn.myshopify.com/
Celebrate Mom
Honor your Mother by ordering a special Mother’s Day Brunch from our al a carte menu on Sunday 8-2pm on
ChowNow, https://eat.chownow.com/discover/restaurant/28626 delivery and take away to take home and
celebrate. Let us do the cooking for you.
*orders must be received by May 7, 2020
Gift Certificate for Mom
Say "I love you!" to Mom this year with something special from The Greystone Inn. Purchase a gift certificate
for a weekend getaway, a day at the spa or beautiful dinner lakeside.
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Updates from the Historic Toxaway Foundation
TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY FIRE TAX
As reported in last month’s issue there have been several important
discussions recently regarding the county’s fire tax. Due to the coronavirus
situation, decisions about this issue have understandably been delayed.
While the State has extended the deadline for budgetary submissions, it is
believed that the decision will be submitted during May. If you have not
already done so, we encourage you to use this time to voice your opinion
to local lawmakers.

TRANSYLVANIA TOMORROW: SMALL BUSINESS EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
In mid-April, the Transylvania Business Task Force launched Transylvania Tomorrow, an initiative to assist
small businesses negatively impacted by the recent public health crisis. A key component of this initiative is
the development of a Small Business Emergency Relief Fund. In keeping with our mission to work with
county resources to better support our community, Historic Toxaway Foundation was pleased to contribute
$5,000 to this very important effort.

RED FEATHER BUSINESS ALLIANCE
The Red Feather Business Alliance (formerly the Historic Toxaway Business Alliance) is an outreach
organization of our nonprofit foundation with close ties to Transylvania County tourism and local chambers
of commerce. Its mission is to foster a sense of community and to strengthen connections and collaboration
among business owners along the Historic Toxaway corridor (Sapphire, Lake Toxaway, and Rosman).
The group focuses much of its activity across these three elements:
The Red Feather Guide
Originally designed as a monthly print and online feature, the Red Feather Guide informs area residents
about local business activities. However, with the unexpected onset of coronavirus restrictions, both the
RFBA and local businesses have had to pivot and adjust operations. For the foreseeable future, the Guide is
being published weekly online and to email subscribers, offering businesses a platform to disseminate new
hours and specials in near real-time.
Red Feather Days
A new special event, Red Feather Days, is hosted on the final weekend of each month, with select local
businesses offering in-store specials and area realtors promoting open houses. Unfortunately, coronavirus
restrictions have so far meant that not all businesses have been able to participate; however, those that are
open will be displaying red feather signs and flags.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

RFBA Networking Events
The business alliance encourages membership in both the Brevard/
Transylvania Chamber of Commerce and the Cashiers Area Chamber of
Commerce, and also hosts semi-regular free meetings to network, learn and
share locally-specific information.

CHECK OUT THE HTF BLOG SERIES
With so many travel plans on hold, why not experience a European Grand
Tour indirectly through the diary entries of young Frank Bennett, nephew of
local grande dame Lucy Armstrong Moltz? Imagine yourself onboard a
luxury liner in the summer of 1930, as Lucy takes Frank, her daughter, and a friend, Aline Ward, across the
Atlantic on a whirlwind tour of Europe. Start here with Part 1, continue here with Part 2, and watch for the
final installment, coming soon!

We Want To Hear From You
Your Board of Directors held its April Meeting on the 27th. One of the topics for discussion
was the possible use of the lower level of the Association Office Building.
With the completion of the Children’s Nature Park, we now have a possible access to the
lower level for wheelchairs and handicapped persons. The question is…”what do we want to
do with the space?”
The facility consists of two rooms and a single bathroom. Some suggestions have been for a
community library and/or a free lending library. Others may want a place for various groups
to meet such as the Bible Study group or a painting club or any other club.
The Board would appreciate your thoughts, suggestions and comments.
Please email them to Suzanne Fuller at LTadmin@ipmhoa.com with the heading “Office
Building Lower Level”.
Thank you for your input.
Don Molitor
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as published in the Opinion section of transylvaniatimes.com on May 6, 2020 as well as the paper version of the Transylvania
Times on May 7, 2020

Concerned About All Residents’ Health
On behalf of Historic Toxaway Foundation and Lake Toxaway Charities, we are equally concerned about
preserving the health of all Transylvania County citizens whether they be full-time or part-time residents
of this beautiful place we love to call home. The residents of our communities who have chosen to
return to the county during this time have been using extraordinary precautions to insure they do
nothing that would impede or interfere with the safety of others to include following mandated
guidelines such as social distancing.
We strive to be good and caring neighbors. That caring has taken many forms over the years from
volunteering time to financial support. In the past ten years, Lake Toxaway Charities has given over $2.4
million to 45 different community agencies or entities in the county. Since March 16 when the
immediacy of the current health crisis hit, $64,000 has been given to seven organizations to aid in
health and wellness immediate needs.
Additionally, Historic Toxaway Foundation was an early donor to the Transylvania Tomorrow fund to aid
small businesses and quickly launched an online email blast from our Red Feather Business Alliance to
ensure people know of open essential businesses and services. We have done these things because we
believe that a strong Transylvania County is of utmost importance to all of us no matter how many
months you reside here each year.
We want you to rest assured that if we do choose to come to our residences during this most
unfortunate time, we will continue to exercise great care and be good neighbors. We are all in this
together and so look forward to better days ahead.
- Jim Ditzel, Cynthia Wood, Chip Brown, Diane Roberts, Jenny Renfroe

A Message from the LTCA Architectural
Review Board
Your Lake Toxaway Community Association’s Board
of Directors and the Architectural Review Board
(ARB) have created the attached Architectural
Review Standards.
Your ARB and these standards assist architects,
builders and homeowners in the process of
protecting and preserving our beautiful community.
The standards will help to ensure a pleasant and
equitable relationship between all involved with the
review and construction or renovation process.

Committee Members and Email Address:
Pat Roberts
Peter Fox
Jim Ditzel
Connie Saul
Frank Stark
Mike Carrick
Sheila Johnson

patricialumroberts@gmail.com
peterflintfox@outlook.com
jimditzel@bellsouth.net
threelimeade@gmail.com
frankrstark@gmail.com
mikecarrick@comporium.net
smjohnson785@gmail.com

Please review the ARB standards and email any of us
if you have questions or concerns.
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Lake Toxaway Country Club is looking for Lifeguards and other positions for the new Lake
Club opening this summer. See ad below to apply:
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