Red Bird Report
June 2020
It is June at Lake Toxaway and it is strangely quiet.
The golf course is active, but no crowds awaiting at the first tee. Foursomes depart, each in his or
her solo golf cart through most of May. Many more are walking than in years past. No quiet conversation groups on the porch.
On the lake, the boats are not rafting up in the afternoon for animated discussions and to share a
“beverage of choice.”
It is a sign of the times…and times are a slow return to normal from the Spring and Summer of
COVID 19 virus. As the first of June, the club dining has opened a little, as have all the local restaurants…a little bit. On the golf course, the golfers could ride two per cart.
Your LTCA welcomes each and every one of its members back to our wonderful valley with its lake,
mountains and abundance of friends.
We hope this newsy letter finds you and yours well and healthy.
Mid May has brought plentiful rainfall and a sigh of relief from both management and maintenance
staff that the control valve on the Toxaway Dam was repaired and fully functional just in time. We
recorded a total of 7 inches on the 16th green within 5 days.
The gang at the home of Chip and Leslie Brown gathered, once again, to stuff and mail the invitations to the annual Lake Toxaway Charities event. They are continuing to monitor the restrictions at
“gatherings” and the ability to hold the event at the LTCC clubhouse. Keep tuned.
See more about the Charity event further in this news letter.
Useless information from Uncle Jed:
For our literary readers,


Only one word in the English language ends with the letters: “mt”: Dreamt.



No word in the English language rhymes with: Month, Orange, Silver or Purple.



These words spell the same forwards or backwards: racecar: kayak: level.

Can you find others?

President’s Message continued on Page 2
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Message from BOD president continued

The Farmer’s Almanac provides advice for the following days:
2nd

Set out annual bedding plants
7th

13th
16th

Stake tomatoes

Prune lilies after blooming

Prune rhododendrons and azaleas

The Almanac also reminds us that June 21 is an annular eclipse of the sun.
If you get a chance, you might want to drive up to Summit Ridge Drive. That road was in danger of
sliding off the mountain and has now been completely repaired and awaiting its landscaping. The
outstanding rebuilding and engineering work was led by Bob Cowan, the committee Chair.
Be well! Keep your distance! Be patient with each other!
Don Molitor

Historic Toxaway Foundation
CHAMBER ORGANIZATION OF THE MONTH The Historic Toxaway
Foundation was pleased to be named May’s “Organization of the Month”
by the Brevard/Transylvania County Chamber of Commerce. We produced a short video to use as a part of this promotion, which you can
view here.
VOICES OF TOXAWAY VIDEO SERIES We truly believe that we live in a
#storiedcommunity, and we hope that you've enjoyed reading the contemporary and historical tales we tell on our Stories blog.
Last spring, we introduced the first in a series of video interviews called Voices of Toxaway, beginning with a lively chat with Exie Wilde Henson. If you missed it, check it out
here (and stay tuned for a special event we hope to host in partnership with Ms. Henson
and the Greystone Inn, once it's feasible to gather again). Meanwhile, we're proud to roll
out the second video in the series (featuring the local McNeely family), produced by HTF
Board Member John Nichols III and others. This new video is a great companion piece to
our recent feature on the McNeely Country Store.
We'd love to hear what you think — and if you have stories like this one to tell, please tell
us more at marketing@historictoxaway.org.

FIRE TAX Update
Transylvania Times recently published an update on the county budget. Click here
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Lake Toxaway Charities
Lake Toxaway Charities mission is to support the charities, medical outreach, and educators who work with
and minister to the abused, disabled, indigent, and those with special needs in Transylvania County.

SAVE THE DATE
The Lake Toxaway Dinner and Sports Day will be held Saturday July 25
at the Lake Toxaway Country Club
Click here to visit their website and learn more about their continuing efforts and how you can help
Click here for News & Updates newsletter

A Message from the LTCA Architectural Review Board
Your Architectural Review Board (ARB) is here to help you. In the past, selection of colors for the outside of
your home may have been difficult to understand. For instance, white homes and trim were not allowed. Of
course, there are many shades of white. We also suggest that you select earth and forest tones of browns,
warm grays or greens. Our revised architectural review standards as outline in article 5.8 better addresses
this by defining a light reflectance value or LRV. To avoid submitting for a variance the LRV must be as follows:
Major wall surfaces- not more than an LRV of 60
Trim, fascia, handrails and other accents- not more than an LRV of 80
To help you select the colors you want please visit sherwin-williams.com Go to Homeowners, click on the
color tab, select the colors you like, click on “view details, click on “details”. At this point you will be able to
see the LRV.

SHR I

Native Plant Arboretum
Research Center

Southern Highlands Reserve
558 Summit Ridge Road | Lake Toxaway,

Visitors Days: June 19th
Private tours available. All visits to the Reserve are guided and require reservations. Please visit our website to learn more
https://southernhighlandsreserve.org/tours-and-events/
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There for you.

BLACK BEARS
As some of you have seen, the bears are wandering again, and can be a nuisance around
your homes. This time of year, they are searching for food down low, to feed themselves
and their young. Although many think they are cute, they can be destructive and sometimes aggressive, especially if they have young cubs nearby. Mothers, regardless of species (human, dog, bear), will be protective of their babies!
They really like birdseed and garbage, so we need to be cognizant that they are searching
for a good meal. DO NOT FEED THEM! That will only encourage them to keep coming back
looking for more food, and they get irritated and mad if they don’t find anything where
they are used to getting food.
Only place food and trash in a bear-proof receptacle, which are available online
or even at local hardware stores.
You can soak a rag in ammonia or pour ammonia on your trash can to deter the
bears
If you find a bear on your porch or deck, you can usually bang two pots or pans
together, or use a large utensil such as a spoon to bang on it
You can sometimes hit the alarm on your car keychain to try to scare them away,
or get a compressed air horn
A mother bear will not be intimidated as easily, and do not get between her and
her cubs!
Consider removing bird feeders from your porches and decks until some berries
and foliage sprout or bloom to give them a natural food source
Hardware stores carry some bear spray in a canister that may help
While we are here for your security, we cannot do a lot with a bear that is hungry. Usually
they will move on after they have satisfied their needs, so the best option is to eliminate
the source before they smell it at your house.

4

Six At-Home BearWise Basics
Never Feed or Approach Bears
Intentionally feeding bears or allowing them to find anything that smells or tastes
like food teaches bears to approach homes and people looking for more. Bears will
defend themselves if a person gets too close, so don't risk your safety and theirs!

Secure Food, Garbage and Recycling
Food and food odors attract bears, so don't reward them with easily available food,
liquids or garbage.

Remove Bird Feeders When Bears Are Active
Birdseed and grains have lots of calories, so they're very attractive to pears.
Removing feeders is the best way to avoid creating conflicts with bears.

Never Leave Pet Food Outdoors
Feed pets indoors when possible. If you must feed pets outside, feed in single
portions and remove food and bowls after feeding. Store pet food where bears
can't see or smell it.

Clean & Store Grills
Clean grills after each use and make sure that all grease, fat and food particles
are removed. Store clean grills and smokers in a secure area that keeps bears out.

Alert Neighbors to Bear Activity
See bears in the area or evidence of bear activity? Tell your
neighbors and share information on how to avoid bear
conflicts. Bears have adapted to living near people;
now it's up to us to adapt to living near bears.

A

,moo
0000

Learn More:

BearWise)

BearWise.org
BearWise. — Created and Supported by State Wildlife Agencies and Bear Biologists • 02018

Liv,

aliesioggi Helping People
Jibly with Black Bears
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