Red Bird Report
July 2020
The 4th of JULY THE NATIONS BIRTHDAY
Fireworks! Parties! Friends visiting from all over to enjoy the lake, hiking, golf, tennis
and croquet. Parties large and small with considerable socializing!!! SORRY, NOT THIS
YEAR!
Folks, we are still in the grips of a very real COVID-19 medical emergency. No parties
and very restricted socializing. But you know all that. What is important is that we ALL pay
attention to those restrictions and that each of us does our part to keep our Lake Toxaway
family as secure as we can.
In conjunction with the COVID-19, there has been a sharp rise in the use of the lake
and of the various areas for exercise walking. This increased traffic has brought its own set of
challenges.
Your board of directors has met to discuss these new situations and is working to make
sensible solutions to the traffic problems in each of these areas.
On the lake…We have met with wildlife officers from the State of North Carolina to discuss the installation of selective buoys in “the cut”. The suggestions have met with approval
but we must work our request through the County and State maze of paperwork. In the meantime, I can recommend to your attention the existing lake rules and the schedule of sanctions
for fines and penalties that currently exists. We have a Lake Safety Officer. He is now
patrolling in an official “police” boat and will be providing guidance to boaters that fail to
observe the rules. Citations will be issued.
For your convenience, you can stay safe if you observe the Four C’s:
Care, Caution, Courtesy, Commonsense
On the roads...Many of our home owners have taken to the roads for walking exercise, as
have their family and guests. In a short word, this is not wise. These roads are now 60 years
old and were not DESIGNED, or BUILT for pedestrian traffic. None the less, some of our
roads carry the majority of our traffic, both auto and truck. Others have much less traffic and
are more suitable for walkers, joggers and hikers.
These roads are especially NOT SUITABLE for walking or jogging. The most heavily
vehicle trafficked roads include:





West Club from the entrance at Hwy 64 to the stop sign at Chestnut Trace
Chestnut Trace
The entrance from Cold Mt Rd, across the small damn and North Club Blvd.
Toxaway Drive
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Suggested roads which are much more pedestrian suitable include:
 Fairway Dr.
 West Club from the stop sign around to the Country Club
 Lakeside Dr
 South Club
 Bee Tree Way
 Red Bird Circle
 Seminole Way
 Cherokee Trace
 Hawk Mountain
 Panther Ridge Rd
 all of Cold Mountain from Panther Ridge Rd. to the top of the mountain and along
Panthertown Rd. to the Meadows.
In addition, we have excellent opportunities for walking, jogging and hiking at the
Meadows, the Toxaway River Trail (off of West Cardinal Dr), at the Fitness Center and around
the Golf Learning Center as well as the new Nature Park trails and Suttons Cove.
If you do not know where some of these places are, you can check out the map in your
new LTCA directory, a fold out on page 61.
With all that said, we will enjoy the holiday. We will have fireworks provided by the Lake
Toxaway Country Club (Thank you very much) and we will find
ways to enjoy our many freedoms and blessings.
Stay safe! Stay well!
God Bless America!
Don Molitor

A Message from the LTCA Architectural Review Board
Your Architectural Review Board (ARB)
would like to be your advocate and help you
in any way we can. The Architectural Review
Standards we have drafted with the full
support from our Board of Directors outlines
tree removal from your existing property.
Please refer to article 8.8 (b). Tree removal
under 12" in diameter is exempt and approval
is not required. However, any tree 12" in
diameter or greater will require your
submission. There are generally no fees for
this approval process.

Approval is required because the removal of
trees may negatively impact your neighbors to
either side, behind you or across the street. We
also want to be sure there are no safety issues
that may impact you or your neighbors. There
may also be environmental concerns that must
be considered.
Finally, we want to be sure that the contractor
you hire is responsible, has insurance and has
signed our "Lake Toxaway Community
Contractor Agreement". For your
reference click here for a copy of the
Architectural Review Standards.
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LTCA Annual Meeting and Election
Your 2020 Annual Members Meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2020 at 10:00 AM. Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions on gatherings, this year’s meeting will be held in a virtual
setting, via a GoToMeeting virtual conference call.
All owners should have received their Annual Meeting Packet in June with information on
joining the meeting as well as your ballot to submit your votes for the annual Board of
Directors election and budget approval. The packet also includes a substantial amount of
information related to the proposed budget as well as updates from all committees. If you did
not receive your Annual Meeting Packet and Ballot please contact the LTCA Office at (828) 9669453 or via email at LTADMIN@IPMHOA.COM.
It is very important that you submit your ballot to cast your vote for the Board election
and Budget approval. You may cast your vote online by clicking this link or by returning the
proxy ballot included in the Annual Meeting Packet. Per the Bylaws, votes of 30% of all members
in good standing must be submitted to constitute a quorum.
Your Annual Meeting Packet also includes a survey pertaining to potential future budget
items. The Board would like your input on these projects under consideration. Additionally, the
survey page includes a question section where you may submit questions for your Board of
Directors or Committee Chairpersons to answer during the Q & A session of the Annual Meeting.

Lake Toxaway Charities featured in the Transylvania Times
Lake Toxaway Charities has stepped in during this time of crisis to raise emergency funds to assist
residents of Transylvania County in need due to the COVID-19 crisis. The Transylvania Times featured
their efforts on July 1st in the online edition of the publication.
Please see this link to read the rest of the article!

Updates on Lake Use and Restrictions
There has been much discussion this year on the Lake & Dam Committee and the Board of
Directors to address concerns on safety and enjoyability of Lake Toxaway.
Recently, the Board and Committee agreed to prohibit “serpentining” in “the cut”, which is
the narrow passageway that connects the big side of the lake to the smaller side of the lake.
Please make sure that you navigate this narrow section of the lake with caution and in a
straight line to the greatest extent possible.
All boats on the lake are now required to have a 2020 boat decal. Please contact the LTCA
office to obtain your decal(s) if you do not yet have them.
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Updates from the Historic Toxaway Foundation
A DECISION ON TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY FIRE TAX
Members of the Historic Toxaway Foundation have continued to work diligently on your behalf in recent
months—attending governmental and chamber events, facilitating publicity and advertisements through media sources, and keeping an eye on local needs and issues.
We’re happy to report that in the county’s general fund budget for the new fiscal year, the fire tax rate in
each district was only increased a half cent to 6 cents (originally was proposed to go to 8.6 cents), with another $1.2 million for the rest of the fire department funding coming from the previous 10.5-tax increase approved to pay the $68 million school bond. We recognize these are challenging times and difficult
decisions had to be made by county leadership to lock in this year’s budget during uncertainty. While we are sure
this fire tax issue will be revisited next year, we are satisfied that only a minimal increase went into effect.
Read the complete story here.
REGIONAL MENTIONS FOR HISTORIC TOXAWAY
The cover story of the Summer issue of WNC Magazine features Lake Toxaway’s Wooden Boat Parade and,
peripherally, the Historic Toxaway Foundation. If you haven’t seen these beautiful photo spreads yet, check
them out here. The magazine also published a supporting message from the foundation, here.
And the July issue of Our State magazine offers some fresh perspectives of Southern Highlands Reserve, our
non-profit neighbor up Toxaway Mountain. Read the full story here, and see our SHR-supporting message
here.
HTF VISITOR CENTER
Here’s a sneak peek at planned new signage for the
Historic Toxaway Visitor Center, slated to open midJuly beside the new Mountain Café. Watch for more
info, coming soon!
HTF PUBLISHES SUMMER NEWSLETTER
The Historic Toxaway publishes a quarterly newsletter called The Quill. View the new Summer issue here. To
subscribe, scroll to the bottom of our home page and submit form.
SUBSCRIBE TO THE RED FEATHER GUIDE
Use the form on this page to subscribe to the Red Feather Guide and you’ll get the latest weekly activity
around Historic Toxaway delivered right to your inbox!
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Click here for the online tips Bear Safety tips
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