Red Bird Report
April 2021
Message from the Board of Directors, President
April First … April Fools Day for many but not in these pages. We are sending our best wishes and are looking
forward to a full and safe Summer Season 2021 for all our friends and members of the Lake Toxaway
Community Association.
It has been a long and in many cases an isolated Winter for many and we are looking forward to a more
relaxed and fulfilling Spring and Summer at the Lake.
Many items of interest have been on the schedule of projects for your Board of Directors these past many
months.
First and of most interest is the water level in the lake, The draw down was commenced on time, the inspections and repairs to our most basic infrastructure [the two dams] were completed on time and the lake has
filled on time. The lake has fully recovered and, thanks to too much rain, was again closed due to high water.
I feel certain that we will have a great summer on our lake.
The marina has begun to relocate some of the boats from winter storage back to their Summer home and
be ready for fun in the sun.
Last Summer, we had extensive discussions and community input on the subject of installing buoys in the
cut for safety reasons. This began an odyssey of inquiry and correspondence with the City of Brevard, The
County of Transylvania and the State of North Carolina. As of this writing we have no results to report other
than it is moving through the required chain of command.
A second item of particular concern for our lake was the discovery last year that some member[s] have been
offering the use of our lake to anybody that presented themselves to the marina as a “guest” of the member. This began yet another odyssey of inquiry, discussion and research to improve our general rules and
policies. The effort will provide an improved definition of and rules for a “Guest Policy”. A publication of this
information will be available soon.
Both of these programs have been handled by your Lake and Dam Committee and its chairperson David
Shuford. David and committee have done an outstanding job. Do not hesitate to send a “Thank you” his
way.
Yet another subject of burning interest was the concern for outdoor fires and burning. This also received
considerable discussion and research. Your Safety & Security Committee, chaired by Bobby Weil, assumed
the leadership role. Again, we needed to consult with local and state rules and requirements. The results will
be an affirmative statement by your Board of Directors when they meet in April.
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President’s message continued from page 1:

The birthstone for the month is the Diamond and represents “innocence”. I can only vouch for the Stone of
the Month but not for the Innocence. April is also Good Friday, Easter, and Ramadan. That is a powerful
collection of “special” days…something for everyone.
Useless facts of dubious utility
The vocabulary of the average person consists of 5,000 to 6,000 words.
10 percent of the salt mined in the world each year is used to de-ice roads in America.
The rose family of plants, in addition to flowers, gives us apples, pears, plumbs, cherries, almonds, peaches
and apricots
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
Nothing Tops a Plain Pizza
I pulled a muscle digging for gold
Just a miner injury
That’s all for now
Stay well
Be kind to each other
Don Molitor
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Help Preserve Our Dark Skies
Many Lake Toxaway residents choose to reside permanently or seasonally in Lake Toxaway because
they enjoy the peace and quiet, the nature, and the dark skies. Did you know that the LTCA Architectural
Review Standards have specific restrictions on the type of lights that can be installed on your property? Also,
your covenants restrict lights that are excessively bright or acting as a nuisance to neighbors.
Floodlight fixtures with fully exposed bulbs are not permitted in Lake Toxaway. Floodlights with
shields or hoods may be considered. Area lighting must be screened from neighbors. Exterior lighting must
be installed or shielded so that light is not directed onto or toward adjacent properties, streets, the lakes or
the golf course. Colored lights or lenses of any kind, including “bug zappers”, are prohibited.
The LTCA has received several complaints lately about nuisance lighting. Often times, the owner does
not realize that their exterior lighting is bothering anyone but it can be surprising to see the impact a light
can have on someone across the lake or at a different elevation than your property’s lighting. The LTCA has
issued violations for nuisance lighting and will continue to do so, but we hope that residents will be mindful
of their exterior lighting and make necessary changes to preserve our dark skies. Lights with exposed bulbs
should replaced or shielded. Low voltage lighting should be used whenever possible. Lights should be turned
off when your Lake Toxaway property is not occupied. Visit this link for more tips on preventing light
pollution.
Boating season is nearly upon us. You will soon be receiving more important information from your Lake &
Dam Committee but a few basic reminders to help keep Lake Toxaway safe and enjoyable: 1) Powerboat
operators should proceed in a counterclockwise direction around the lake whenever possible. 2) Powerboats
should operate at least 75 feet from the shoreline whenever possible. Boaters closer than 75 feet should be
operating at slow speeds and not generate a wake which could cause property damage or endanger people
swimming or on non-powered vessels and paddleboards. Thank you for your cooperation!
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The Rosman High School Cheerleaders were outfitted with new winter uniforms as a result of
the highly successful TIG (Tiger Impact Group) fundraising project “AIM” or “Feed The Tiger”
affiliated with Lake Toxaway Charities. There are currently volunteers needed for the
Cheerleader Mentor Program in future phases.
Interested volunteers should contact Bob Graham at bobgraham61@icloud.com
Many thanks to all the Lake Toxaway residents for their generosity!
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Updates from the Historic Toxaway Foundation

2020 ANNUAL REPORT
The Historic Toxaway Foundation is proud to present its 2020 Annual Report, where we showcase the
efforts undertaken even in the midst of the national pandemic to preserve the past and prepare for the
future of our storied community. We also offer heartfelt thanks to our donors large and small for their
support of this mission. View the Report here.

CHANGES AT THE BUSINESS ALLIANCE
During the off-season, leadership of the Red Feather Business Alliance shifted to a new group of volunteers who produced a plan to
strengthen and grow the Alliance in the wake of the momentumbusting pandemic of 2020
The group has adopted a new name (Business Alliance of Upper Transylvania, or BAUT)
and logo which better represent our unique geographic area
and will be rolling out a re-designed website with a new Member Directory soon.

Membership is free (thanks to financing by the Historic Toxaway Foundation) and all businesses are
encouraged to join! Email membership@bautc.org for complete info.
HISTORIC TOXAWAY VISITOR CENTER IS RE-LOCATING
The Historic Toxaway Visitors Center, previously located at the Historic Toxaway Market Mountain Café, will be relocating to a new location along US-64 later this spring. The Café proved so successful in
its inaugural year that they needed their additional space to expand their business this year and we
are delighted with that success.
NEW STORIES
Have your seen our historical series on Lake Toxaway’s own jewel, the Greystone Inn? We cover its
evolution from the original Armstrong home to today. Check it out on our Stories page.
We’ve also launched a new Neighborhoods series, beginning with a feature of nearby Burlingame. If
you have photos or info to share about Lake Toxaway Estates, please send them now to marketing@historictoxaway.org – we’ll be putting together our next Neighborhood feature soon!

5

